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The Captazn Samuel Bowmun House '  H.A.B.3.Wo.Pa. Ealégﬁwf

-W1lkes-Barre Ponnsylv“nla.

220 North Hain Street,

The Captaln Samuel Bowman House, known ae¢ Zowman Fill, as
well ag the sectlon in the vicinity of the home,was built in 1810
1811, by Captain Bowman, who was born in Lexington,Magsachusetts
in ITJJ. He was one of the " Minute Fen " on Lexinmton Commons April
17, 1775, as was his father Captain Thaddeus DBowman, who also bullt
a home wnich was called Bowman Hill, at Lexington in 1649, which was
degtroyed by fire in 1905.

The alterations and additions, nade at a later date, are said
to have been coplied from an old mansion in Charleston, South Caro=-
1ina, where Alexender Hamilton Bowman, as a Captain in the corps of
Engineers, supervised the erection of Fort Sumter, and the repairs
of the fortification for the defence of the harbor of Charleston
from 1838 to 1851.

It is & fine old house; low and spreading with wings extend-
ing on each slde, and an alr of hosoitality characteristic of its
Southern origin. The original cast iron steps lead to a wide ver-
anda with fluted columns extending across the front, and wag Tormer-
ly heavily draped with wisterla vines. The house and plazza are
nainted a degp yellow, trimmed with brown. At the head of the ver-
andd stens still stands an iron Tigure of & amall negro boy holding
a gasg jet to welcome the coming, and speed the parting pguest, Jjust
as he stood for over 125 years, xoept that his cos tum@ no ia all
black, whereas in Captain Bownman's time, he was 1n light blue.

In %entenber 1780, Captain Samuel Bowman wag an ensign in
Captain J. Summer's Company of the 3rd. Hagsachusetts Rep imant On
September 23rd. of the year, Major John Andre, the Brltish Spy was
captured and sentenced to be hanged Oc¢tober 2, 1780. Captain Bowpan,
with Captain Hughes of the Maryland Line, were the special guards
agsigned to guard the prisoner during his last 24 hours of life, and
they marched arm in arm with him to hls executione.

He nmarried Eleanor Ledllc, and they had nine children. One
of them, Alexander Hanlilton Bowman, the sixth child, was named after
Alexandoer Yamilton, who was an intimate friend of hi father, Captain
Thaddeus Bowmen, After years of honorable service in the Continental,
Captain Samuel Bowman retired to Lexington, and in 1786 he moved to
Wilkes-Barre, and setteled on & tract of land of about four acres in
extent, wnlceh wag at that time a Torest of ook trees, and 1s now a
clogely tullt section of the City, which 1ls tre County seai of Lu-
zerne County.

Tor twenty four years Captaln Dowmen and nis family lived in
a smnall house scomewnat further north of the permanent home, which
ne built in the years 1810 and 1811, at which home he lived until
his death in 1818.
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Alexander Hamilton Bowmen { 1803-1865 ) graduzted from West
Point HMilitary Academy on July 1, 1825, third in a class of thirty-
geven. He was detalled to serve at the kilitary Academy ag Assist-
ant Professor of Geograpnhy, Tistory, and Ethics, 1825 to June 15,
1526, during which period Jefferson Davis and Fobert E. Lee were
Cadets. He also was Assisteant Engineer on improvement of harbors
and rivers °lono the Gulf of Mexiceo; Superintending Officer in Con-
atruction of Fort Sumter untll 1%951; Instructor of practical Zngl-
neering, and was promoted to HMajor in the Corps of Inzineers on
July 5, 1837.

Ma jor Powman wag appointed Superintendent of Wesgt Point Mili-
tary Aca&m.y garly in the year 1351, with the rank of Colonel,
wnien he held until July 8, 1364, and from that date until the time
of hig death, he served his country as & nember of several Commis-
siong anpointed for the purpose of improvement of Naticgnal Defences.

Samiel Bowman Jr., the fif th ¢hild, born in Wilkes-DBarre kay
21, 1800, was admitted to the Zar of Luzeérne County on August 1821,
and shortly afterward began tqe gtudy of Theology. He wasg Rector
of churches at Easton, Pennsylvania, and Lancaster in the same state,
and was elected Assistant Bishop of thie Diocese in May 18588, serving
until his death, August 3, 1361.

A son, Charles Stewart Bowman, { 1837-1868 ) graduated from
West Point in July 18460, served as Brevet Second Lieutenant of Cav-
alry on frontier duty, 1860 and 1861; also saw service throughout
the Civil War, riging to the rank of Brevet Major in command of Camp
Verde, Texas, where he died January 13, 18G8.

In the parlors of the old house, Major General Elwell 3. Otis,
Military Governor of the Phillipine Islands, was married to one of
the daughters of Captain Samuel Bowman.

Colonel Charles Dowman Dougherty, Commander of the regisment
of Penns leanla Voluntesrs from wwlkes Barre and viginity in the
war with Spain, came to Occujj the home 1n 1892, and to the garnared
military history of Bowmen's 9ill, he brought the Headquarters
Flags of the Third Drigade and the Divigion of the National Guard
of Pennsylvania.
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